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i WASHINGTON — Adm; Stansﬁeld Tumer. :
directog: of the Certral’ Intelligence Agency, told --

newspaper editors. . last. week £that the’ - Soviet
ambassador, under an American law,: can- ask: for .
mformauan lrom CIA ﬂla and get a-response wnhm
© 10dayse. k5 Thig it W o
P WhangmerdldnotsaywqthattheClAdoanot
have-tovgive the- Soviet- ambassdador; or anyone else,
-any+information - that _has been properly - given ‘a
secrecy‘classtn&non or any i xiniomtion that would
disclose: sSources ~and . ‘methods . of . 'intelligence .

. .- collectién.: Nor did he say that, in-practice, virually
no one has'; recewed xnlormadon from the CIA D10 [

dayS. - i e See 4 = s
Turripr’s remark possibly intended to shock the

visiting} editors, was part.of a campaign by the CIA -

and some members of Congress.to exempt most of the °
agency’s files from pmvisions*of the l-"reedom of
Information Act. . oo ok 3N sheiedian

Other. efforts ‘are under- ‘way -to: grant blanket
exempdons. for the Federal Bureau of Invangatxon
.. and thesFederal Trade Commission... :

The Freedom of Informaticn-Act ¥ was enacted in
1966 angd strengthened i® 1974, at the. height of the
Watergate scandal. It was intended  to- establish a
tramework for giving citizens. access to govemment

files. Ig never has. been" popular. with government é
agenczee, although they generally Lave-responded tos

requestsiin good faith, while-. makmg full use: of the’
broad exemption provisions. - AT
Among the public disclosum that have multed
from requests under the act are the CIA’s spying on -
the Rew.<Dr. Martin Luther: King, the agency’ S,

. -w:retappmg and mail-opening programs, aspects of

its Bay of Pigs fiasco, the agency’s infiltration of
lawtul political groups in the United States, its secret
behavier-control and drug-testing programs, and its
- attempls tokee the G E}plu incldent out of

towardga: new: etnphasls ownaﬁonak ;ecuﬁty iThe-,

drive todismember theact'hasgmned strength from: .
the humiliation of the- U.SZdefeat" m~Vnemam- and.
othernzore recent foreign policy setbacks. X
" . Turner, in his appearance before the edxtors, said
» the ageficy was seeking only.*limited relief’”” from the:
"~ “Freedom ot Information Act. His main point was that
foréigns intelligence - ‘agencies., and. prospectxve U S
undereﬁvar agents-abmd’see the act: 3 4
threat.s * =~ ~ v SithianL

to reveal his name in public?’” Turner asked. -
He did not dispute the fact that the working of the -

intelligince sources or methods. : 3%~
Last year, a federal court-did order

t, but.that .case ‘remains. under appeal.
advem decision, which the CIA says would

force the release-of information- about lntelhgence ‘l

sourced and methods; also is under appeal. .- :: =
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% says the problem is the perception of a threat, in the

Post -Db?nteh Washington Burm Chaol - ‘»“ L minds gf foreign agents whose cooperation is needed.

“security” secrets. But he added that this was “only
f'_becausc of administrative error on our part.”

’sourceg .that we may not be able to hold the line under
‘_ ‘the’ Freedom of Information Act,” he said. *So far, we .
2 have ndt lost a’case. But if you are going_to put your -

¥Acty: tﬁe privately _financed: Center- for. National.

“official§;: memoirs written by former CIA officials,-

: protecﬂng its agents by several recent instances in,
whlcl: x; has pulled out of relauonsl'.ups and left agents

197, the CIA not only failed to take along the.

- collabarators, according.to the:report. It quoted

1380
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Turqer, rather than asserting an actual threat,

Surpnsmgly, Turner acknowledged that the agency -
had og. unspecified occasions divuiged npational

7*Thére is. a- perception on the part of foreign

necl:od the line, do you want to bank on: courts with
unpred;ctable judges anclcourt procedum" Ott:ourse- :
not:2 37 N
“:7A styong supporter of the Freedom of Information

Secunty Studies, . sees*no- reason-to- doubt the CIA:
‘Contention :that' some-friendly - intelligence  services, |
and soJrca are leery about cooperating with the CIA
z,so much information has been made public
about e-agency in the last lew years ,ln some
cases Hithout the CIA’s consent. - .
2+ Butssays the center in a report last week. theactis
not thexeading cause of the problem. Other sources of
public. jnformation: about the CIA, the Teport says,
mcludet leaks by -intelligence. and. other ‘officials,”
damagh . actions against the CIA -or individual:

--r"\,-..,.'-

‘and possible disclosures of information provided to.
' the Senate and House Oversight Committees, although
" neithefjhouse has yet taken such action. -

'+ Thexreport said the CIA had hurt its reputatwn for

For;example in the Us. exodus fmm Vletnam in-

- Vietnamese who had cooperated: with the - agency
. under $ promise of protection, but it also left behind
record; identifying them _to Hanoi as CIA"

" former? CIA-.agent l'-‘rank Snepp s boo
Intervai :* as a source: -

.“Decent

Information Act works to explam t.hat even’ thoug,h no’-
finalicourt decision has ordered the’ CIA to release

"information, the act has led to the disclosure of much’
- information from the-CIA that. would. ot otherwxse

* havebeen made public., - -t T igx I gt
ke When a request for information is made under the-

it has the data in ‘its files. If so, he examines the
matérial~ to- see ‘whether there is .information. that
<X #eithér must or should be made.public. If the material
“How do you persmde someone to risk his life fm— -does not come under one of the exemptions, it must be
our couptry if he fears that I'may be required by law ~provided. Perhaps it should be made publir_ as a
s 'matterot policy. -+ -
A Thxsmayhavebeentheﬁrsthmemmanyyears
act never has forced the CIA-to make public any: ‘that anyone has looked at the particular file. Some
information that was classified or that would disclose—f : matena!.olten is made public.: -
v Y7 “The person requesting the matérlal if not satisﬂed
: CIA to " with.-what has been released, can appeal for more. A
make ublic three-or .four-lines. of. a . classified ...review group, including lawyers familiar with the
- requirements of the act, often teleasu substantial
-.additional information.. S '

ct, someone at the agency first determines whether.
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